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BATALLION CHIEF KING: Today's date is 

December 18, 2001, the time is 1457 hours and 

this is Battalion Chief Steven King, Safety 

Battalion of FDNY. I am conducting an 

interview with Fire Marshal Richard McCurry 

from SOC or Hooper Street, concerning the 

events of September 11, 2001. 

Q. Richard, you can start whenever you want. 

A. I was working a day tour on that day, an 8 
to 6 day tour. I get in about a quarter to 8. I 
was doing some paperwork. I guess it's about 10 to 
9. I heard somebody over the intercom say that the 
World Trade Center was on fire. I looked out the 
window and from our window you could actually see 
the World Trade Center, the New York skyline and I 
could see the smoke and flames coming out of the 
World Trade Center. 

Immediately the Chief got on the intercom and 
told everybody to respond and to bring their turn 
out gear and to report to the command center. So my 
partner, Mike Owney and I, as we were getting our 
gear and get into the car to head on over, we heard 
somebody say that a second plane had hit the tower. 


We headed in our vehicle, we arrive at the 
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Brooklyn Bridge and at that point there they had 


closed the bridge to traffic so we were able to get 
over the bridge right away, because they were 
letting emergency vehicles over. We went over the 
Brooklyn Bridge, down Broadway and we parked our car 
on I believe it was Cortlandt Street right off of 
Church Street. 

As I got my gear out of the trunk I could see 
the World Trade Center, both towers were literally a 
half a block away in front of me. I could see the 
heavy fire and smoke pushing out of the both towers. 
My partner and I then put on our gear, our boots and 
helmets and coat and proceeded into I believe it was 
tower number 2. We were looking for a Fire Marshal 
command post that we thought may have been inside 
the tower. 

So as we got into the tower, I believe it was 2 
World Trade Center was the first tower we were in, I 
could see the evacuation of the building and it 
struck me as being a very orderly evacuation. I 
don't remember anybody panicking. People were 
coming -- workers were coming down the stairs, there 
were Police Officers in the building, I saw 


firefighters coming in with their roll-ups. Some 
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were going into the elevators and into the 


stairwells. 

As we were looking for the command post that 
the fire marshals had set up, we didn't see anybody 
in that tower. We proceeded to go to the other 
tower through the underground concourse that they 
have there. At that point we didn't find any of our 
guys from the Fire Marshal's office, so we proceeded 
back to the first tower that we were in. Which I 
believe was 2 World Trade Center. At that point we 
were on the west side of the building and across 
West Street I could see that they had a command post 
set up at the world financial building and it looked 
like there were some Fire Department personnel set 
up at that command post. So as we exited that 
tower, at that point there were some jumpers. I 
could see the people who had jumped were in the 
plaza right in front of us. We went around the side 
of the building and we crossed West Street and at 
that point there was a Fire Department command post 
set up over there. I believe that's where Chief 
Ganci and some of the members were, at that command 
post. 


So as I was standing on the steps looking up at 
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the towers, I could see the people -- there were 


some people who had jumped. I could still see the 
heavy smoke and fire pushing from both towers and my 
partner, Mike Owney, my partner at the time, had 
seen Commissioner Von Essen standing on the sidewalk 
right in front of us. So we approached the 
commissioner and he was by himself and he started 
walking away. And my partner said, "Boss, this is a 
terrorist incident. You shouldn't be by yourself. 
There could be secondary terrorists out here and you 
have 'Fire Commissioner' on your back. You're a 
walking target. 

So he told us he was headed over to Barclay 
Street to meet the Mayor at another command post 
that was set up over there. We said, "Well, we're 
going to go with you." So he said, "okay." So as 
we walked up West Street we made a turn on Vesey 
Street. We went approximately one or two blocks 
when all of a sudden we heard this big roar. It 
sounded like another plane coming in or it sounded 
like an earthquake, but it just didn't sound right. 
So we all started running, my partner and I, and we 
had the commissioner with us also. The next thing I 


know we were engulfed in this black cloud of smoke 
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and we couldn't breathe, we couldn't see anything. 

Calling out for my partner. Couldn't find him. 
Eventually made it up the block a little bit. When 
the smoke cleared, my partner was behind me and the 
commissioner was still with us. We walked about 
another block or two and wound up on Barclay street. 
We went about a half a block on Barclay when the 
Mayor and Police Commissioner Kerick walked out of a 
building. We literally bumped into them and they 
had a bunch of their aides with them. 

So we looked at Commissioner Von Essen and he 
had spoken to the mayor and he said they were going 
to find a temporary command post. So we had gone a 
few blocks and we entered a restaurant. At that 
point we looked up and there was a big atrium with a 
lot of glass. They felt it wasn't secure enough so 
we exited there and we started walking, I think we 
were headed north now. I don't remember exactly 
what street we were on when I hear this same roar 
again. At this point I didn't know the first tower 
had come down. 

So we just started running again, not knowing 
what this noise was and as I turned around I could 


see the second tower collapsing. And we were 
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literally running down the street and we came to the 
quarters of I believe it was 24 Engine and 5 Truck 
on Sixth Avenue and Houston. So at that point we 
forced the door. There was a combination lock on 
the door. We forced the door. We got in their 
quarters. We had the Fire Commissioner, the Police 
Commissioner and the Mayor and a bunch of his people 
and a few more cops who had showed up. We set up a 
command post there for a few hours and they were 
making some phone calls and then about an hour anda 
half, two hours later their vehicle showed up. They 
decided they were going to set up a command post at 
the Police Academy. So we got in the car with 
Commissioner Von Essen and everybody headed uptown 
to the Police Academy on 22nd Street and on the 6th 
floor we secured an office. We made some 
notifications that the Fire Commissioner was going 
to be at this location for a while. We were giving 
out the phone numbers and they started setting up a 
command post. And that's where we spent most of the 
rest of that day. And then later on that night the 
commissioner went back down to the World Trade 
Center. We were with the commissioner. We were 


pretty much acting as his bodyguards and we wound up 
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being detailed into that whole first week acting as 


his security. 


